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1.0 Executive Summary  
 

This report details, the line of the old BCER Lower Fraser Valley Interurban, an 
overall distance of 98 km from the Fraser River and Surrey to Chilliwack. 
The report proposes the upgrade of the existing railway line and the early 
reintroduction of an 80 ï 120 Kph service between Chilliwack and Scottôs Road in 
Surrey. (Stage 1.0) 
The proposed Chilliwack to Surrey Light rail/Interurban will share the right-of-way 
with the existing freight operations of CP Rail, CNR and the Southern Railway of BC, 
a `Short lineô railway under a mixed fleet operation, track sharing agreement. 
The Stage 1.0, Phase 1 interim option proposes, a diesel Light Rail/Interurban metro 
service, with two/three car articulated diesel electric [DEMU] Interurban multiple unit 
train-sets, 32 to 45 metres long, operating a minimum twenty minute service, in both 
directions in the morning & evening peaks ï Monday to Saturday (06:00 to 22:00) 
and minimum half hourly, each way service, off-peak and on Sundays. 
The proposed rail vehicles would be 75 to 100% low floor, providing mobility 
impaired access, with a capacity of 120 to 240 passengers. 
The Stage 1.0, Phase 2 option, proposes a future overhead electrification upgrade. 
Stage 2.0 proposes further extensions, from Surrey across the Fraser River to 
Richmond, Burnaby, Vancouver and east from Chilliwack to Rosedale. 

2.0 Intr oduction  
 
First Interurban Train Bound for Chilliwack 

October 3 1910 - Last Spike Driven on Chilliwack Tramline 
Premier McBride Officiates at History-making Ceremony at Chilliwack 
 

 
Fig 1. 

Chilliwack. Early this afternoon Premier McBride presided here at the ceremony of "driving the last 
spike" of the tram extension of the British Columbia Electric Railway Company connecting Vancouver 
and New Westminster with Chilliwack by means of a line equipped to be operated by electricity and 
tapping every part of the rich and fertile south Fraser Valley.  

The ceremony was performed in the presence of a notable assembly as was fitting on an occasion 
when is admitted to mark a new era in the development of the southern mainland. Lieutenant 
Governor Paterson came from Victoria to participate in the occasion. Premier McBride took the 
leading part in the function. Other members of the provincial executive accompanied him. From 
Vancouver and New Westminster cam a large deputation of the civic authorities as well as 
representatives of the boards of trade while every municipality tapped by the new line was 
represented by the rank and file of its councillors. Every leading official of the British Columbia 
Electric Railway Company was on the spot including General Manager Sperling, Assistant General 

A BCR Interurban leaves Chilliwack station  


